Differential effects of pimozide on response-rate and choice accuracy in a self-stimulation paradigm in mice.
Intracranial self-stimulation (ICSS) from the dopamine (DA) A9 cell grouping was evaluated in mice following pimozide administration in both a one hole head dipping task and a two hole discrimination paradigm. While pimozide reliably decreased response rates, choice accuracy in the discrimination paradigm was unaffected by the drug treatment. The data were taken to suggest that neuroleptics influence response rate owing to motoric disturbances, without influencing the effectiveness of cues that previously had been associated with primary reinforcement.